Section 10-18.5. When Charter School Applications are Denied; Petition for
Reconsideration; Charter Contract Required; Academic and Performance
Expectations; Execution of Charter Contract; Operate free of School Board Policies
and State Regulations Limited Exceptions; Charter School Administered and
Operated by Management Committee. — A. If the school board denies a public charter
school application, or revokes or fails to renew a charter agreement, it shall provide to the
applicant or grantee its reasons, in writing, for such decision, and it shall post such
reasons on its website.

B. A public charter school applicant whose application was denied, or a grantee
whose charter was revoked or not renewed, shall be entitled to petition the school board
for reconsideration. The petition for reconsideration shall be filed no later than 60 days
from the date the public charter school application is denied, revoked, or not renewed.
Such reconsideration shall be decided within 60 days of the filing of the petition. The
School Board shall establish a process for reviewing petitions of reconsideration, which
shall include an opportunity for public comment. The petition of reconsideration may
include an amended application based on the reasons given by the school board for such
decision. Prior to seeking reconsideration, an applicant or grantee may seek technical
assistance from the Superintendent of Public Instruction to address the reasons for
denial, revocation, or non-renewal.

Upon reconsideration, the decision of the school board to grant or deny a public
charter school application or to revoke or fail to renew a charter agreement shall be final
and not subject to appeal. Nothing in this section shall prohibit an applicant whose
application has been denied or a grantee whose charter has been revoked or not renewed
from submitting a new application. Following a decision to deny a public charter school
application or to revoke or fail to renew a charter agreement, the School Board submits
documentation to the Board of Education as to the rationale for the School Board's
decision. The Board-of Education has no authority to grant or deny a public charter school
application or to revoke or fail to renew a charter agreement but may communicate any
Board finding relating to the rationale for the School Board's denial of the public charter
school application or revocation of or failure to renew the charter agreement based on the
documentation submitted in any school division in which at least half of the schools
receive funding pursuant to Title |, Part A.

C. Upen Within 90 days of approval of a charter application, the School Board and
the management committee of the charter school shall enterinte shall execute a charter
that clearly sets forth (i) the academic and operational performance expectations and
measures by which the public charter school will be judged and (ii) the administrative
relationship between the School Board and public charter school, including each party's
rights and duties. The 90-day period may be extended by up to 30 days by mutual
agreement of the parties. Such performance expectations and measures shall include
applicable federal and state accountability requirements and may be refined or amended
by mutual agreement after the public charter school has collected baseline achievement

data for |ts enrolled students. ea%raet—wmeh—eeman&au—agmemems-behﬁeen—the%eheﬁ




D. The academic and operational performance expectations and measures in the

charter contract shall be based on a performance framework that clearly sets forth the
academic and operational performance indicators, measures and metrics that will guide
the School Board's evaluations of the public charter school. The performance framework
shall include indicators, measures and metrics for:

(1)  student academic proficiency;

(2) student academic growth;

(3) achievement gaps in both proficiency and growth between the major
student subgroups based on gender, race, poverty status, special education
status, English language learner status and gifted status;

(4) attendance;

(5) recurrent annual enroliment;

(6) postsecondary education readiness of high school students;

(7) financial performance and sustainability; and

(8) the performance and stewardship of the management committee, including

compliance with all applicable laws, requlations and terms of the charter
contract.

The performance framework shall allow the inclusion of additional rigorous, valid
and reliable indicators proposed by the charter school to augment external evaluations of
its performance, provided that the School Board approves the quality and rigor of such
indicators.

The performance framework shall require the disaggregation of all student
performance data by major student subgroups based on gender, race, poverty status,
special education status, English language learner status and qifted status.

Annual performance targets shall be set by the public charter school and the
School Board and shall be designed to help each school meet applicable federal, state
and School Board expectations.

E. The charter contract shall be signed by the chairman of the School Board and the
president or chairman of the public charter school's management committee. Within 10
days of executing a charter contract, the School Board shall submit to the Board written
notification of the charter contract execution, including a copy of the executed charter
contract and any attachments. No public charter school shall commence operations
without a charter contract executed in accordance with this policy and approved in an
open meeting of the School Board.

F. A charter school may operate free from School Board policies and state
regulations, except the Standards of Quality, the Standards of Accreditation and
Standards of Learnlng, as agreed in the charter contract Ihe—SeheeJ—Beard—eha#

net—be—waweel—The School Board shaII request from the Board of Education, on behalf of



its charter schools, waivers from state regulation contained in each approved charter
application. If the charter school is designed to increase the opportunities of at-risk
students, then the School Board shall request that the Board of Education approve an
Individual School Accreditation Plan.

G. A charter school shall be administered and operated by a management committee
in the manner agreed to in the charter contract. The management committee shall be
composed of parents of students enrolled in the school, teachers and administrators
working in the school and representatives of any community sponsors..—er—any
combination—thereof: A Pursuant to a charter agreement, a charter school shall be
responsible for its own operations, including, but not limited to such budget preparation,
contracts for services, and personnel matters as are specified in__the

agreement
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contract with a school division, the governing body of a public institution of higher
education, or any third party for the use of a school building and grounds, the operation
and maintenance thereof, and the provision of any service, activity, or undertaking which
the charter school is required to perform in order to carry out the educational program
described in the charter agreement. Any services for which a charter school contracts
with a school division shall not exceed the division's costs to provide such services.

The applicant and members of the management committee, administrators, and
other personnel serving in a public charter school must disclose any ownership or
financial interest they may have in renovating, lending, granting, or leasing public charter
school facilities. (Adopted June 13, 2013; Ordinance Number 12/13-144; Effective Date:
July 1, 2013; Revised February 8, 2018; Ordinance Number 17/18-54; Effective Date:
February 8, 2018)

Legal Authority — Virginia Code §§ 22.1-3, 22.1-212.5 et seq.; 20 U.S.C. § 6311.



